Vol.35 Num. 3
APRIL, 2006

e INFORMER

Thelnformer isthe official publication of the
South Carolina State Association of Original Free Will Baptists, Inc
Address al correspondence to:
Rev MikeJones PO Box 13266 Florence, SC 29504
(843) 662-5010 Email: Mike@SCFWB.com

MISSIONARIESIN NEED

Rev. Carlisle Hanna, our Mis-
sionary to India, ispresently over
$15,000inthered. Thisfaithful man
of God hasworked many years, at
great personal sacrifice, in order to
get the gospdl tothe peopleof India
Right now thework isthrivingasnever
beforeasmoresoulsarebeing saved,
more peopleare being baptized, and
more churchesare being built and Brother Carlideneedsyour help
so that thework will not stall because of lack of funds.

Brother Carlise'sson Don, ispresently accepting Sunday Morn-
ing engagementsto shareabout thework inIndiaand
help during thistime of need. Brother Don recently
returned from Indiawhere he (and amale nursefrom
Alabama) wentintothevillagesand ministeredtothe
physical, aswell asthe spiritual, needs of the people.
Contact the SCFWB State Officefor appointment dates.

Funds can be sent to the SCFWB State Office designated for
CarlideHannaA ccount- and remember, every penny you send to
the SCFWB State Officeisgiventothecauseit isdesignated for.

These Pastors, Evangelists, and Church Plantersare part of the
fruit of our labor inIndia. Their dedicationand zeal for Godispart of
thereason we have over 200 FWB Churchesin Indiaand Nepal to-
day. Part of Brother Carlid € sexpenseisto provide bikesand motor-
bikes so that these men can carry on their work for the Lord. Motor
Bikes are $1500 and Bikes are $100 each. Great project ideas for

VBS, Youth Groups, Ladiesgroups, etc.

Missionar-

ies to Brazil,

Bobby and

Geneva

Poole, are

presently nearly

$3000.00inthe

Red. Thisfaithful couplehaslaboredin Bra-
zil for over 40 years, started numerous
churches, and trained many young men and
womenét their BibleIngtitutein order to build
aFWB work for God in Brazil.

They arepresently attempting to build an
auditorium at the Marincek Church (Where
Brother Bobby is pastor). They need
$15,000 in order to complete the project
(They havereceived nearly $10,000 of the
$25,000 cost sofar).

Send your gifts to the SCFWB State
Officedesignated for the Pooleaccount (Gifts
for the Marincek project should beclearly
marked to avoid confusionwith giftstotheir
account need).

Tim and Kristi
Johnson havebeguna
new Church in
Alpedrete, Span (A city
without an evangelica
church in its 500 year history). Several
Chrigianfamiliesinthetown haveattended
faithfully sincethe church began and one
coupleiseven hel ping withthemusic.
The Johnson’saccount isintheblack
but it has been dropping recently. Your
prayerful considerationisappreciated.



A full Church greeted Pastor Mitch Edge and the congrega
tion of Parkway FWB Church on Saturday, April 1, 2006 asthey
gathered to dedicatethenew Vernon and Mary Carroll Fam-

ily LifeCenter. Completed at acost
of over $600,000 dollarsthis multi-
purposebuilding (Fellowship Building,
Youth Center, Storage Space, and fulll
size Gym) will beatremendous ben-
efit totheministry of thischurch.

Pastor Mitch Edgeisentering his _ .
10th year as Pastor of Parkway and he had nothing but PraiSEfOr po; and nire. Wes Mutray prepare to cut the rinbon 2 the new
the vision and work of Parkway Peopleasthey continueto Step ramily Life Center is dedicated.
out on faith and look at waysto reach their part of theworld for
Chrigt. TheChurchisinafast growing areaof Boiling Springsand
thepotentia for growthisgrest. The New Vernon and Mary Carroll Family Life Center is

located directly behind Parkway FWB Church.

Rev. Todd Black, pastor

of Turning Point FWB
Church delivered the dedi-
cation message

The first anniversary of the Hispanic Church meeting at L eba-
non FWB Church in Effingham (Rock of Salvation Hispanic FWB
Church) was held on Sunday, March 12, 2006 with over 135 in atten-
dance- Glory! The Service began with a number of prayer and praise
songs asthe peopl e worshipped the L ord and prai sed Him for Hisbless-
ingsin their first year of operation. Missionary Fernando Bustamante
has done a great job of building this church while at the same time
leading in the establishment of Hispanic Churchesin Columbia(Using
Midland FWB Church facilities) and Darlington (Using Faith FWB Church facilities).

The large turn out of Hispanic people and numerous visitors from other Churches in the area also included specia
guests, Rev Rick Bowling (Hispanic Director of FWB National Home Missions), Rev. Earl Hendrix (Director of SCFWB
Home Missions), and Pastor and Mrs. Earnest Barnes (Pastor of Midland FWB Church).

Following the cel ebration worship service everyone adjourned to the family life center of Lebanon FWB Church for a
Hispanic "Fiesta" with authentic Mexican foods prepared by member of Rock of Salvation Hispanic FWB Church.

God is doing a great work among our Hispanic brethren. Your prayers and continued financial support are much
appreciated and greatly needed.

Mrs. Maria Rodriguez, wife of Spartanburg Hispanic Missionary, Gerardo Rodriguez,
has been invited to speak at the University of South Carolina about life, culture, and customsin
Brazil (Her home country) aswell as sharing the ministry she and her husband havein Spartanburg.
Please pray for wisdom and the ability to communicate well.

Brother Gerardo also request prayer for a man in his church who drank heavily before

he accepted Christ (Glory!) and now this man’s brothersbeat him badly because hewill not drink
with them.
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The National Home Mission Department hasdecided to NOT SPONSOR ROLL CALL SUNDAY for severa years. In
order to continue to have a measure of the growth of our SCFWB Churches the SCFWB Executive Secretary is asking that
Pastors plan abig day in October this year (2006) and report to the SCFWB State Office the largest attendance you have at a
single Sunday Morning Servicein October (Any one of the 5 Sunday Morning Servicesin October will be acceptable). Report
formswill be provided by the SCFWB State Office.

Several Churches had already planned their big day before word was received about Roll Call Sunday. Here are several
reports. If your church hashad aBIG DAY then send your report to the State Office so it can be shared with others. Remember,
Big Days help usreach soulsfor Christ and every church should plan several big days each year in order to stir the church to
greater effortsfor the Lord.

What athrill it was for al of those attending First FWB Church of Florence on
March 25 & 26th. These days marked the 3rd Annual Big Day for the church. It began
on Saturday with 260 young people (that's not counting those who came back on Sun-
day) who attended aspecia servicethat wasfollowed by afreemeal and funtime. The
weekend was capped off on Sunday with arecord drive-in crowd of 582!!! That makes
atotal of 842 people who attended these services! Extrachairs had to be put out to seat
everyone.
The church fed everyone BBQ and chicken bog and all the trimmings afterwards.
Counting Saturday and Sunday, there were over 200 first timevisitors. Best of all was
when people began to move during the invitation. When all was said and done, 4 people had given their heartsto
Christ and 2 cameto rededicate their livesback to God. First FWB Church givesthe Lord al the glory. (Submitted
by Pastor Lee Patrick).

Big Day at &. John FWB Church of Patrick- We began promotion of our big day beforewe
knew the National would not have onethisyear. We set agoal of 150 and | said that | would stand
onmy head if we got that many. Excitement grew asour bigday in Marchfinaly arrived and people
began flowing into the building. A total of 275 were counted, and our people said somewere missed
inthecount.

Wehad people“wall towall” with oneyoung man having over 50 present that hehad invited.
Another had 38, another 20, and so on. Asyou can see from the picture, | am aman of my word,
evenif | am upsidedown sometimes! (Submitted by Pastor Jerry Johnson).

Pastor William Justice and the congregation of Community FWB Chur ch, Florence de-
cided to havetheir Big day centered around the story of Jesus. They presented agreat musical
drama (54 Church memberswereinvolved inthedramal) depicting thelife, death, and resurrection
of Jesusto apacked house on Saturday night, April 8th. Then they presented the same drama
again on Easter Sunday morning with 207 in attendance and 3 precious souls saved.

Pastor Rickey Evansreportsthat they had 159 in attendance on Easter Sunday at Evergreen
FWB Church of Conway and 149 of them came back the next Sunday! The Churchisshowing
congtant growth dueinalarge part to thefact that Brother Rickey isconstantly pushing visitation. In
order to encouragethe church tovisit he has challenged them to distribute 2500 visitor packets- he
said hewould distribute 1250 of the packetsif the entirerest of the church would distribute the
other 1250! (Itisan old saying but atrue one- “ Peopledo not care how much you know until they
know how much you care’- and apersonal visitisoneway of showing that concern).
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Mrs. Roxie Belle Vause Gibbonsrecently celebrated her 100th birthday (Born
March 11, 1906). On Sunday, March 12, 2006 over 300 friends, family members,
and neighbors came together to celebrate her 100th birthday with many special
giftsincluding 100 pink roses from her home church.

Mrs. Gibbons is the oldest member of Horse Branch FWB Church (Pastor
Jacob Creech) of Turbeville, SC. She faithfully attended church and was actively
involved as a Sunday School teacher, Vacation Bible School teacher, and regular
member of the Church's Woman'sAuxiliary aslong as her health permitted.

Mrs. Roxie Belleisthe daughter of thelate Rev. George and Winnie Cox Vause.
Brother Vause was the Pastor of Horse Branch FWB Church for 36 years. Sheis
thesister of Rev. JuliusVause, apastor in the South Carolina Conference for many
years. She taught school in the Clarendon County School system for 36 years.
(Submitted by Pastor Jacob Creech).

Pastor Roger Tripp (and wife Sybil) retired as Pastor of Liberty FWB Church of
Orangeburg on Sunday, April 9, and moved to Ayden, NC where Brother Roger will
serve as Senior Citizen Pastor at Ormondsville FWB Church. His new addressis 957
Tripp-Grimsley Road, Ayden, NC 28513. Brother Roger has been afaithful worker in our
state for many years and will be greatly missed.
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L earning the Ropes: Confessionsof a Young Preacher
Submitted by Jackson Watts

Onething was certain on July 27, 2003: | was supposed to be at Free Will Baptist
Bible College. Without knowing exactly what to major in, | packed my bags and made
the 500-mile journey to a place that has become a second hometo me. Within my first
semester, | felt the Lord’s gentle tugging on my heart to preach and | readily accepted
that call. Almost immediately, | began receiving opportunities to preach (afew more
timesthan | was ready for).

In these past two-plus years | have probably learned more of what not to do from
the pulpit than what to do. But after preaching about 50 times, taking courses on
preaching, and being exposed to alot of great preaching, there areafour facts| can say
aretrue of preaching.

1) Itisby the Holy Spirit that men are convicted. Believeit or not, it isnot about us. That may come asabit of
asurprise. After all, some preachers are so gifted that they can wax eloquently about any topic and people will
listen. However, will they hear the man or the message? Apart from the power of God and the work of the Holy
Spirit, we as preachers and witnesses for Christ cannot bring about the heartfelt conviction needed to changelives
—but Christ can! John 12:32 isthe instruction we need: “And I, if | be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men
unto me.” With all the discussion and empty rhetoric today about materials
and methods, our preaching must be founded in thisverse. Lift up Christ and lives will be changed.

2) It is by my preparation that God sees me as faithful. What a terrible a feeling it is to enter the pulpit
unprepared! It is dishonoring to God, a disappointment to a congregation, and a discouragement to the preacher
himself. Though the apostle Paul does not include in any of his epistles the number of hours a preacher should
spend toiling over an outline or manuscript, he does instruct a young preacher named Timothy to study to show
himself approved unto God. Whether that ends up being 5, 10, or 20 hours put into one message, the Holy Spirit
will convict meif | am unprepared, and encourage meif | am prepared.

3) Itishby Chrigt’sfinished work that | have something to preach. Everyone hasan opinion. It would beall too easy to
mount the pul pit, read passage of scripture, and then jump on ahobby-horse and preach my opinions and personal
convictions. However, the Spirit of God compelsmeto preach of aChrist who died for al. If my willingnessor desireto
communicatethistruth abates, then | fail todowhat | am called to do.

Paul confessed to hisreadersin 1 Corinthiansthat he did not preach with words of wisdom, but he preached the
cross of Christ which hasthe power to save men. It isasobering thought to realize that your vocabulary, oratorical
ability, and spiritual platitudes palein comparison with aman who prepares and disciplineshimself to preach solely
about the suffering servant who is Jesus. Preach Christ and thiswill honor God.

4) Itisbecauseof my calingthat | must preach. Parentsoften go to great lengthsto coercetheir childrentotry eating
vegetables. The parentsconsider it anoteworthy successwhentheir child finally estsaspoonful of whatever new item has
been prepared. Though it isencouraging to witnessan accomplishment likethis, wouldn't it beahappier occasionif they
atethe vegetabl esbecause they wanted to? We should naturally feel acompelling desireto preach. Theremust beasense
of duty within our heartsthat says"“Woeismeif | do not preach thegospel!” Free Will Baptist Home Missions Director
Larry Powell reminded meoncethat hispersona battlecry for ministry is* Soulsfor Jesus!” What isyour personal battle
cy?

If we preachers wish to bring about change in the lives of those who hear us, we must first realize the Holy
Spiritiswho changeslives. Thus, we must preparefaithfully, preach Christ and not opinion, and remember that our
calling means that we ought to do nothing except be focused on the Kingdom. Let us thank God daily for the

opportunity to do His noble work.

[About the Writer: Jackson Wattsis a senior at Free Will Baptist Bible College. He is a member of the Horse Branch FWB Church of
Turbeville. He ismajoring in Pastoral Ministry and Biblical Studies, with a minor in English. His emphasisisin Church Planting. He
will be working this Summer with Home Missionary to Louisiana, Rev. Rue Dell Smith in Monroe, LA]
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And | heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which diein
the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and
their works do follow them. Revelation 14:13

Funeral servicesfor Rev. Neil J. Harrelson (58) were held on Sunday, March 19, 2006
at Inman Funeral Home of Tabor City, NC. Rev Tommy Bryson, Jr. and Rev Steward Norris
conducted the services. Brother Neil had battled health problemsfor many monthsand heis
now enjoying rest and rewards. He is survived by his wife, Eunice; a daughter, Mandy
(Michael) Hewett; and a son, Joshua.

Brother Neil was an active member of the Central Conference and will long be remem-
bered for his jovial spirit and his friendly manner. Brother Neil (and his family) wanted
everyone to know that he loved them and that God |oves them even more.

Funeral servicesfor Rev. CorneliusF. “Neal” Harting Sr. (68) were conducted
Saturday, March 25, 2006 at Southside FWB Church of Aiken, with the Rev. Todd
Smith and Rev. William Powell officiating.

Brother Harting was anative of Detroit, Mich. but he had made North Augustahis
home for the past five years. He was a member of Southside FWB Church, aretired
Freewill Baptist minister after pastoral work in Georgia, andaU.S. Navy veteran, wherehe
served in the Submarine Service. Heissurvived by hiswife, Shirley Brown Harting, and
severa childrenwho lived out of the home.

Brother Neal was amember of the Beaver Creek Conference and served in several positions at Southside
FWB Church of Aiken until hissickness. Hewasa so amember of the SCFWB Minister’ s Benevolent Fund and
it wasagreat joy for the SCFWB Executive Secretary to be ableto deliver acheck to Mrs. Shirley for $1300.00
on the morning of Brother Neal’s Funeral. All ministers in the state are encouraged to join the Minister’s
Benevolent Fund so that you too can be a part of helping the families of fellow ministers during their time of
bereavement.

Funeral servicesfor Rev. Johnnie G. Bullman (79) were conducted on Wednesday,
April 19, 2006 at Peace FWB Church of Spartanburg with the Rev. Chuck Thornton
officiating. Specia mus c was presented by daughter, Libby Thornton, and nephew, Scott
Bullman. Wordsof testimony were given by daughter, Kathy Murphy, and son, Ronnie
Bullman. Over 20 ministersfrom several different denominations acted as honorary
pallbearers
Brother Johnnie was a graduate of Piedmont Bible Institute and Beaver Creek
Biblelnstitute. He founded and served as Pastor or Senior Pastor of Peace Free Will
Baptist Church of Spartanburg for over thirty-one years. He was a so the founder and former pastor of Hearon
Circle Free Will Baptist Church of Spartanburg and the former pastor of First Free Will Baptist of Wilson, NC.
He was awell known evangelist who preached revivals throughout the eastern United States. Brother Johnnie
also founded the Palmetto Conference where he served in many positions and was the former state president of
the Citizensfor Decency. Hewas also aU.S. Navy Veteran.
Survivors include his wife of 60 years, Doris Downey Bullman; two
daughters, Kathy Murphy and her husband Jim Murphy of Duncan, and
Libby Thornton and her husband, the Rev. Chuck Thornton of Spartanburg;
two sons, Ronnie Bullman and hiswife Susan Bullman of Union, and Johnnie
Bullman, Jr. of Spartanburg.
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SCFWB Women Activefor Christ News

(SCFWB Executive Secretary, Mike Jones, was attending a L eadership Con-
ferencein Missouri at thetime of the SCFWB WAC Annual Meeting sothe
state WA C Coordinator, Mrs. Faye Hannafiled thefollowing report)
South Carolina Women Active for Christ were out in full force on
March 18th at their annual convention held at First Free Will Baptist Church
in Inman. Almost 200 women (and afew men) joined in worship at the
beautifully decorated “garden” setting asthe day centered around planting
and nurturing soulsfor God’sKingdom. Threebeautiful special songsand congregational singing set thetonefor
aday thewomenlook forwardto al year long. Thelnman WA C madeeveryonefed especially welcomeand prepared
addightful lunch.

PaulaRoach, who workswith her husband at our Children’sHomein Turbeville, shared
the Word with usand gave us someinsight into her seed planting through children. Shealso
humorously shared with usthe*® 19" words Bro. Roach speaksto her each night! You will
haveto see her for moreinformation on that!

Wereceived reportsfrom our variousworksat homeand around theworld; including a
special report from Mrs. Marjorie Workman of National WNAC. God isdoing amighty
work andthe SCWA Cisrightinthemiddleof it—willing to beused by Him asCo-Laborers.

Two SPECIAL ITEMStoNote:

PROJECT- The2006 SCWAC project istoraisefundsto defray theindebtednessof the Children’sHome. A goal
of $25,000.00 has been set.

RETREAT- It was decided by the delegatesto support the WNAC Retreat at Ridgecrest on September 21, 22
and 23 instead of having aseparate State Retreat thisyear. The women are encouraged to register as soon aspossible.
[ The Following Information about the Retreat was supplied by the National WNAC- Restore your body, your soul,
your vision and your heart for theworld. Attend the WNAC National Retreat at Ridgecrest, September 21-23, 2006.
The Thursday evening through Saturday noon retreat includestimes of worship, fellowship, and rel axationin themoun-
tainous, pastoral setting of the LifeWay Ridgecrest Conference Center near Black Mountain, North Carolina. FWB
missionary, Lynette Morganisthisyear’sspeaker. All women arewelcometo attend, regardlessof WNAC affiliation.
Costisper person and includestwo nights’ lodging, fivemealsand conferencefees. Call 1-800-588-7222 to reserve
your spot or contact WNAC (1-877-767-7662 or info@wnac.org) for pricing and/or information.]

SEND CHRISTMASJOY TOCENTRALASIA

Women Nationaly Activefor Christ, anauxiliary arm of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists, announcesits 2006 national project. Christmas Joy for Central
Asawill supply Chrissmasgift boxesfor needy childreninthefar easternregion of the
former Soviet Union. Each box will contain achildren’sBible, t-shirt, warm socks,
toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, pencilsand notebook, instant chocol ate drink, fruit tea,
cookies, chocolate and other candies, and astuffed animal. Cost for each box isonly $15.

WNAC iscurrently accepting money donationsfor this project, hoping to supply 5000 boxesfor Central Asian
childrenliving in orphanagesor on the streetsaswell asthosewith specia needs. Send fundsdesignated CA Christmas
Joy toWNAC, P. O. Box 5002, Antioch, TN 37011-5002. One hundred percent of moniesreceived will benefit Central

Asanchildren.

WNA Cisalsorecruiting volunteerswho will travel to Central Asiain January 2007 to
assemble and actually distribute the boxesonsite. Personsinterested in going to Central
Asiashould email: catrip@wnac.org or call 1-877-767-7662 for moreinformation.
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New Home Missionary to Arizona- Rev. Chris Fannin has resigned as pastor of Lebanon
FWB Churchin order to becomeaHome Missionary to Prescott, Arizona. Heisbeginning his
itineratework to raise hissupport so he can get to thefield and begin winning soulsfor Jesus. If
you would liketo contact Brother Chrisabout aservicethen call him on hiscell phone- (843)
319-8013 or contact the SCFWB State Office.

Pastor Darren Squiresof Socastee FWB Churchishappy to
report that the church recently gave heand hisfamily anew
Truck! They also recently completed the educationa wing of the
Churchand continuewith their program to feed the homeless
each Saturday at alocal rescue mission (A programthat has
alowed them towin many soulsfor Jesus).

YOUTH CAMPNEWS

TEEN CAMP: (Age 13-18) will meet June 5-9, 2006 at “ TheAnchorage” in Lake Waccamaw,
NC. Cost is$165 per camper. Enjoy great preaching (Specia Speaker isRev. CharlesCook), great SU:M MER
fellowship, exciting activities, fishing, tubing, etc. inAir Conditioned facilities! DVD of thecampis
availablefrom Rev. Cyrus Shoffner (addressbelow). Additional information about thecampcanbe '\ &
found on theweb at “ theanchor.org/missions htm” —
JUNIOR CAMP: (Age 8-12) will meet July 24-28, 2006 at Camp Pee Dee between Florence YOLLTH
and Marion, SC. Cost is$105 per camper. Specia Speaker will be James*“ Zany the Clown” Sad- w A N/ A \/ A NG
der.

Application forms and Waiver of Liability forms (must be included) are available at EVENT“S
www.scfwhb.com or by contacting Rev Cyrus Shoffner (1237 Vance Drive, Darlington, SC 29540).

The SCRWB Executive Secretary recently visitedtheM cColl FWB Chur ch. Rev. Lenoard
Williamsispastor of thisnon affiliated Church (We have numerous such churches scattered
acrossour state). Thischurch desiresyour prayersasit struggleswith declining membership
dueto achanging neighborhood. They a so recently lost their parsonage duetofire.





